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Brett Tom walked into Hofstra University thinking that he would dominate NCAA Division 1 

lacrosse just like he did high school. He was wrong. 

It was the second week on campus and Tom was just settling in with his surroundings.  

He heard a knock at his dorm room door where he and a couple friends were hanging out. 

“Don’t open the door!” Tom screamed. 

The guys scattered around the room in a fury, trying to hide something. The Resident Assistant 

knocked hard, telling the boys to open the door.  

“I remember holding my breath. My heart dropped,” said Tom. 

The RA came in asking the boys why the long answer for the door and all the noise. 

“Nothing, sir, just wrestling with the guys here,” said Tom. 

The suspicious RA called the cops to come search the room. When the cops came, the young 

men stood and watched. 

“Is there anything in here that you want to tell us before we start looking,” asked the cops.  

“No, sir. Nothing that I am aware of,” said Tom. 

“I lied right to their faces because I panicked and didn’t know what to do,” said Tom. 

The cops searched Brett Tom’s room and found a gram of cocaine. He never stepped a foot on 

the lacrosse field at Hofstra University. Tom was charged with possession and was expelled from 

Hofstra University. 

“It is my biggest regret in life. I will never forgive myself for getting involved with that stuff,” 

said Tom. 

Brett Tom now plays club lacrosse at Nassau Community College in Long Island, N.Y.  

“It’s not that athletes think they are above the law, you just get so wrapped up in yourself 

thinking you’re the man and nothing can bring you down. You realize the consequences but 

when you are involved in this stuff you don’t think you’ll be the one to get caught,” said Tom. 

Many athletes like Brett Tom that now play club lacrosse have come across similar problems. 

What is is that makes these Division 1 scholarship athletes throw away a free education? Do they 



just simply believe they are above the law? Or is the pressure and high expectations that make 

these kids crack and get involved with the wrong people? 

Andrew Mege a former baseball player at Queens College, was kicked off Queens College 

baseball team for getting caught with alcohol on three different occasions. 

“I threw away a free education and now I play club baseball for Nassau Community College. Not 

a day goes by I’m not reminded by my failure,” said Mege. 

“I think once you become an athlete you forget about education and focus on sports. You feel 

invincible because your popular and everyone knows who you are,” said Mege. 

We see this all the time-college athletes getting suspended and in trouble constantly with the law.  

West Virginia club basketball player Josh Murray was kicked off the team this year for getting 

caught with marijuana on campus.  

“I made a mistake and now I’m paying the price for it,” said Murray, who is transferring back to 

New York to go to school next year. 

Whatever the cause, the problem around universities in America is increasing every year. 


